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women now use to hive their bees; by these they
called the familiar devils, the Pythons and Apol-
lyons of their acquaintance, about them, whatever
occasions made it necessary for them to speak with
them.

That Joseph knew better, and that he certainly
neither used such methods, or conversed with any
such kind of foreigners or infernals, was most cer-
tain, but his steward was directed to speak in the
language of the country; nor would he have talked
to have been understood, if he had not: and this
confirms the conjecture as above, and makes it
most reasonable ; namely, that all Egypt took him
(Joseph) to be a southsayer or wise man, and that
certainly he could divine.

This part of Joseph's story is useful to explain by
what manner of communication the diviners of those
days used to maintain their acquaintance with the
infernals, and how mean and scandalous methods the
Devil contrived to settle his correspondence; that
in short, by the clanging of an old kettle, or brass
pot, the whole hive of devils should be alarmed, be
told that some of their masters on earth had occa-
sion for them, or as we call it, wanted to speak with
them, and that they should immediately fly to hand,
and mount to the place to know the business.

This will be a very material point to discuss more
fully, and to explain the philosophy of, if we should
come to examine the most accurate and polite me-
thods of that particular art, which we call raising
the Devil, of which so many valiant old women
have been completely mistresses; and that so emi-
nently, that Satan durst no more refuse to attend
the call, or fail of his duty when he heard the sum-
mons, than a schoolboy that has been well lashed
for playing truant, dares do it again, before his
backside has done smarting: for doubtless, the
scolding of an old woman, and upon such a disap-.